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From: Linda Gryczan
President, Montana Mediation Association (MIMA)
Re: The use of mediation to decrease court road
1' MIMA has certified 50 mediators, concentrated in westernMontana, primariry in Missorr", Herena 

"nJ 
bo."rrn, ;il'a growingnumber in Kalispefl and Biflings.

a. most of these have additionaf famiry designation whichmeans they have additionar training ,no .",iification to mediatedivorces and parenting plans.

2. Most mediation in Montana is evatuative or faciritative
a' Evaruative is primarify practiced by attorneys. The purposeis to have a regaty defensibre agreement. ihe. crients are typicary inseparate rooms, the mediator d6es shuttie Jiptoma"y, carrying offersand counter offers back and forth. The ctienis often stay untir theyreach impasse or agreement. rt is a ror" iii"ctive process with themediator evaf uating what Judge X wourd tninr, of the parties,settlement.

b. Faciritltju",is primariry practiced by mediators who come tothe practice from a th_erapy, sociar work orieacning background.some faciritative mediators are arso attorn"vr. Unress there is apower imbalance or safety concern (domestic violence), the partiesare in the same room. The mediator'faciridtes the conversation,helping the parties come to their own b;;i;ftement. rf the mediatorhas an opinion about the agreement, it is coisidered irrelevant. Thereare typicarfy severar 2-3 hour meetings witn tne parents seeking regaland financiar advice between meetings to better inform theirdecisions.

A faciritative mediator works to deescarate any past confrict. fnthe case of a parenting plan, this can incluOe: 
'

* sending parents to uptoparents.com where they learn thegffect of parental conflict on chifdren.* having parents bring pictures of chifdren to put in the middreof the tabfe.



* talking about what makes Junior special and agreeing on

mutual goals for Junior's future'
* listing f O'poiitt" lualities or memories about the other

parent g'ai'irrly protit".to tell Junior' Telling these 10 things to

each other at the beginning of the mediation'

3.Parentscancometocomp|eteagreementandhaveacourtready
document using Montana's pro t" [tp"t*ork' lf working with a non-

attorney mediaior, if,"y will iake their agreements to separate

attorneys before signing anything'

4. lf parents have a complete_agreemelt, tl"y bring their paperwork

to the court "ni 
r.r'r"dule a 1S-irinute hearing-often on the same

day.

5'|fparentshavenoagreement,aha|f-dayhearingisschedu|ed
months in advance.

6. 1"t Judicial District judges report that there are roughly l '000

divorces in the Helena area 
"""t.' 

year Each mediated divorce where

the parents come to agreement on tt']eit own, saves a half-day in the

courtroom. Even partial 
"gru"*"nts 

shorten the hearing time' and

save the Court time and moneY'

I apologize that recent surgery is keeping me from presenting this

information to;;l; po"Jn. Pl""t" ieeifree to contact me with any

concerns or questions'

L;q'&' Qr"1oy*
President
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LindaG@MediationWorks'tv
406 431-3635


